
In the 1930’s the topic of news was very popular, when historical events like the Dust Bowl 

and The Great Depression took place.  The Dust Bowl was a natural disaster that brought huge 

dust storms throughout Middle America in the 1930s. The Great Depression was a period also in 

the 1930s when the majority of the population was poor and devastated. The historical fiction 

novel, Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse is reflection of these tragedies that devastated the lives of 

many people in the 1930s. The novel Out of the Dust serves as an example of how news was used 

as a distraction from the hard situations and events that occurred in the 1930’s, like the Dust Bowl.  

A popular news event that was referenced in Out of the Dust was the occurrence of the 

Dionne Quintuplets. In the novel, the narrator, Billie Jo’s attention is caught because in this time 

of history having quintuplets was a very rare thing. This news event was all over the news and 

definitely captivated the country. Billie Jo writes about the everyday dust and despair that is all 

around her, but then contrasts it with the recent news of a women in Canada with the name Elzire 

Dionne who all at once gave birth to five baby girls. Billie Jo writes, “While the dust blew down 

our road, against our house, across our fields, up in Canada a lady named Elzire Dionne gave birth 

to five baby girls all at once” (Hesse 57). The event of these quintuplets being born was a huge 

explain that served as a distraction to the Dust Bowl and other events in the 1930’s (Dennis).  

Later in the novel, Out of the Dust, Billie Jo describes the volcano erupting with great detail 

in the poem “Kilauea.” The eruption of Kilauea was a very popular news event, which was also a 

tragic disaster at this time. At the start of the poem, Billie Jo says, “It threw huge chunks into the 

air, the ground shook, and shook, and smoke choked everything in its path" (79). This news story 

served as a distraction from the Dust Bowl because of all the smoke damage that created more 

destruction than the dust storms usually did. On September 6, 1934, many people hurried to get 

away to the southeast side of Halemaumau as fountains erupted and lava covered the crater floor 



(Stanton). The volcano eruption was a huge event at captured many people’s attention, who were 

living through the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression. 

A news event that was also very popular at this time was the mystery of the Lindbergh 

baby kidnapping, and this story was elaborated by the narrator Billie Jo, as she references this in 

the poem “Baby.” In the beginning of the poem, Billie Jo says, “Funny thing about babies. Ma 

died having one, and the Lindberghs said good night to one and lost it” (Hesse 184).  This particular 

news event gets her attention because she can relate, as her mother dies giving birth to her brother 

who also ends up dying. On March 1st, 1932, a baby disappeared from his nursery and almost 

immediately caught the world's attention. (“Lindbergh Baby Kidnapped”). This shows the 

situation that occurred in the 1930s and shows how something like this can be used as a huge 

distraction from the other depressing events that were taking place at the time because of how 

terrible losing a baby is. 

In conclusion, news events in the 1930s were used has a distraction from the hardships that 

people like Billie Jo had to face. The novel, Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse, is served has a 

example to prove this point, by Billie Jo narrating popular news events like, the Quintuplets, 

Kilauea and the Lindbergh Baby. While these stories seem minor or insignificant, they played an 

important part during this time period.  Without these news events, people in the 1930’s would 

have had nothing to distract them from these struggles that were in there lives.  

	


