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     The Great Garden 
by: Aditi, Charlie & Vivien 

 
Buzzing and blooming fills the 
garden’s air, as the chickens “Bach 
Bach” in their coop. The garden is 
located in the center of our school. 
You can see many things there like 
the Hummingbird Garden, the 
chicken coop, the reading nook, the 
mini waterfall and many other parts 
that are ready for exploring! 
         The garden has many other 
features. For example, the compost 
bin is used to grind up food and 
garden scraps to make rich soil. 
The pond is a very important 
landmark. The waterfall leads up to 
it and demonstrates how much time 
and effort people put into designing 
the garden.  
         You may also see the donors’ 
names on little signs around the 
garden and a few memorials under 
the trees.

 
PLEASE SEE  GARDEN,  Page 3 

 

 

The Garden opening for the 
first time after many donations 
and hard work! 

 

What Teachers Do When We Are 
Not in School 

by: Cece, Sofia, Gemma, Hannah & Serena 
 

Have you ever wondered what 
teachers do outside of school? We 
interviewed some of our teachers 
to find out what they do when we 
are not at school. 

We interviewed Mrs. 
DeGise,  4th grade teacher, Mrs. 
McNamara, 4th grade teacher, Mr. 
Gallo, Technology teacher, and Mr. 
Gormly, P.E. teacher. We 
interviewed these teachers 
because we were curious about 
what they do when we are not in 
school.  

We learned Mrs. 
McNamara usually watches her 
boys play sports, and she takes 
care of her family at her house. 
But on Thursdays, she goes to 
Ms. Panetta’s gym and exercises. 
When she is at her house, she 
grades papers and makes lessons 
for the next day. 

 We learned Mr. Gormly 
hangs out with Ms. Panetta, Ms. 
Boland, Ms. Johnson and some 
other teachers as well. He does a 
lot of traveling, exercising, and he 
works at a summer camp. After 
school,  he goes home to spend 
time with family and friends. 
Sometimes he either works on 
homework or watches sports. 

 
PLEASE SEE  TEACHER , Page 3 
 

Fly, High Cockatiel... 
by: Maddie H., Madison A. and Amara  

 
Have you ever walked by Dr. 
Constantino’s office and 
wondered, What is that multi- 
colored bird with red cheeks? 
What is the white bird with 
yellowish and reddish cheeks 
doing in there?  What kind of birds 
are they?  Well, we did!  
            We learned from Dr. 
Constantino that the birds are 
cockatiels. We were able to 
interview Dr. Constantino to learn 
more about his birds as well as 
hold them.  
          What are some basic facts 
about cockatiels? Some cockatiels 
groom their feathers everyday. 
Feathers are made up of hair like 
structures called barbs. These 
barbs start connected, but then 
become separated.  

 
    PLEASE SEE  BIRDS , Page 3 

 

Having fun with Dr. Constantino 
and George in the Board Office. 
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Dear Abby Jr. Column 
Written By: Kayleigh and Elisa 

 
Dear Abby Jr., 
Have you ever been in a conflict before? My 
friends and I fight everyday at recess about what 
game we are going to play. Everyone gangs up 
on each other and we never get to play because 
we fight so much.  
How can we resolve our conflict so everyone 
gets to play the game they want? 
Sincerely,  
No Play 

Dear No Play, 
Maybe you should take turns playing each 
others games. Half of recess you play one 
game and for the other half play another 
game. If that does not work, try to decide on 
a game you both enjoy playing. And if it 
takes up all of recess, play it the next recess. 
Sound good? Here are some suggestions: 
Tag, Hide & Seek, Family, Capture the Flag, 
Four Square, or Hopscotch.  
Sincerely,  
Dear Abby Jr.  

 
Dear Abby Jr., 
I am busy with school and sports. Doing sports I 
do not always get my homework done. I really 
want good grades.  
How do I balance sports and my school work? 
Sincerely, 
Overworked 

Dear  Overworked,  
When you have extra time you can do it and 
if you have no free time do it at lunch or 
recess. Or, discuss a homework plan with 
your teacher. If none of these methods, work 
maybe quit a sport or extra activity. 
Sincerely, 
Dear Abby Jr. 

 

 Tiger Times Reporters 
 

Kayleigh, Noah C., Piper, Julia, Sullivan, Gemma, 
Natalie C., Aditi, Natalie O., Mia, Hannah, Cece, 
Cole, Sofia,  Keira, Colin, Georgia, Amara, 
Charlie, Vivien, Maeve, Elisa, Jeremy, Luke,  
Maddie H., Johnny, Madison A. and Serena 

 

 

“Dear Abby” working on her advice column. 
 

Dear Abby’s real name was Pauline Phillips. She was 
born July 4, 1918 in Sioux City, Iowa. She died at the 
age of 84, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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TEACHER:  After School Activities 
FROM PAGE 1 

 
Mrs. DeGise hangs out with her 4th grade 

“Team” and Mrs. Smyth to plan.  She enjoys playing 
basketball. When she gets home, she takes care of 
her kids. When her children fall asleep she grades 
her students’ papers. 

Mr. Gallo enjoys family time. He likes to go on 
walks in the woods with his daughters and his dogs, 
and playing soccer and board games with his family.. 
During the week he takes his kids to dance class and 
Girl Scouts, then he comes home to make dinner 
and help with homework. His favorite sports are golf, 
football, baseball, and rugby. Mr. Gallo hangs out 
with Mrs. Newton, Mrs. O'Connor, and Mrs. Reed. 
He also sleds in the winter, goes to the movies, eats 
pizza, and takes his kids to visit their grandparents. 

Now you know what teachers are up to after 
we're gone. Some of these things may seem 
surprising but others you may have known already. 
Teachers are cool and fun to learn about. We hope 
you enjoyed learning about them.  
Please see additional article about teacher 
after-school activities on Page 6 

 
BIRDS:  Cockatiels At Our School 

FROM PAGE 1 
This smooths their feathers out and makes the 
cockatiels fly better.Cockatiels are mostly gray with 
white and yellow feathers.   An adult cockatiel’s 
mass is about 3.2 ounces.  

How long does a Cockatiel live for? A 
cockatiel usually lives 10 - 14 years. Cockatiels lives 
may seem short to us, but that is pretty long for a 
bird. The usual lifespan for a bird is 2 ½ years. The 
longest life span was reported as 21 years long, so 
fourteen years for a cockatiel is pretty long. 
           Cockatiels are usually friendly, but at first they 
might seem a bit scared of their owner first time This 
means you're lucky because cockatiels have a long 
life span, so they have a while to get used to you and 
feel comfortable.  

GARDEN:  Outdoor Learning Fun  
FROM PAGE 1 

 
           These are to show that many people worked 
hard to build the garden. There are also some names 
near the door of the Library that show the generosity 
of many people associated with the garden. 
            As Mr. Gallo stated, “The garden was built in 
2009 and before that,  there was a single tree and a 
picnic table on just plain grass.  Without these 
donations we wouldn't have so many learning 
opportunities.” 

               The garden is also used to grow lettuce and 
other plants planted by students at this school! And, 
when the plants are at peak freshness we harvest, 
and enjoy them!  

This spring, all of the grades will plant 
something in the garden like lettuce, kale, chard, 
radishes or parsley. Students can also visit the 
chickens and look at the waterfall. The garden is 
filled with interesting information to discover! 

 

Our garden blooming in Spring! 
 
BIRDS: continued 
When a cockatiel’s crest is sticking up, 
it usually means that the cockatiel is calm and wants 
attention. Cockatiels love to be with people with a 
happy and kind personality. 
         We enjoyed learning about cockatiels. We think 
you should get yourself a cockatiel or take a trip to 
the pet store to visit one.  
Please see Dr. Constantino Interview on Page 5 
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Dear Abby Jr. Column 
Continued 

 
Dear Abby Jr., 
I found money on the floor on my way to the lunch 
line. What should I do? Use it or find its rightful 
owner? 
 
Sincerely, 
Money or Not 

Dear Money or Not, 
Is it your money or not? Well if it is not, do not 
use it. Put it back where you got it or give it to an 
adult for them to help you. If you can’t find the 
owner of the lost money put it in for donations. 
Maybe that's where they wanted the money to be 
anyway.  
Sincerely, 
Dear Abby Jr. 

 
 
Dear Abby Jr., 
My teacher is always picking class favorites and I am 
never one of them. She treats the favorites like 
royalty.  How do I become one? 
Sincerely, 
Wannabe 

Dear Wannabe, 
Just be you. If your teacher doesn't like you, well 
that's her fault. Try your best, study, and work 
hard and everything will be okay. You do not 
have to be a teacher's pet to get good grades.  
Sincerely, 
Dear Abby Jr. 

 
 

This is an example of the original column that we 
used for inspiration. 

 

Brain teasers 
Compiled by Natalie C. 

 
1. Imagine you are stuck in a room with no way out. 

How do you get out? 

2. The power goes out and there are three doors out 

of the house. Behind Door 1 is an active volcano. 

Behind Door 2  there are electric chainsaws. 

Behind Door 3 is a lion that has not eaten in three 

weeks. Which door do you choose? 

3. You are stuck in a hole with only a table and a 

saw. How do you get out? 

ANSWERS Page 9 
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Cockatiel Interview with  
Dr. Constantino 

Conducted by: Amara and Maddie H. 
 

We interviewed Dr. Constantino in his office  where 
the birds live.  We were able to experience holding 
one of the birds, and we also asked him some 
questions about the birds and where they live in the 
wild. 
 

Tiger Times Reporter:  Where did your birds grow 
up? 
Dr. Constantino:  They grew up in Australia and the 
birds could live in other habitats as well. 
 

TTR  What is its diet? 
Dr. Constantino:  They love sunflower seeds as a 
treat, millet and bird seeds. They don't seem to like 
dried fruits and veggies, but some cockatiels do. 
 

TTR:  What do the birds do during the day? 
Dr. Constantino:   They usually stay at school but 
during long weekends they come home with us. 
 

TTR:  Are they girls, boys or one of each? 
Dr. Constantino:  There is one girl, and one boy. 
The white one is a boy and the colorful one is a girl. 
 

TTR:  Do you let them out of their cages? 
Dr.Constantino:  Yes, but only one of them seems to 
like being out of its cage. 
 
TTR:  Do they have names?  If so what are they? 
Dr.Constantino:  Yes,  t hey do have names. The girl 
is George and the boy is Rocky. 
 
TTR:  Can you teach the birds tricks? 
Dr. Constantino:  Yes, but it requires a lot of work, 
effort, and time. 
 

TTR:  How old are the birds? 
Dr. Constantino:  George is 8, and Rocky is 3 years 
old. 

Schema For The STEM Expo 
 

By: Colin and Cole 
 

The STEM Expo is a fun event for kids 
K-4th grade to enter! You can make an invention, 
demonstrate an experiment and much more. You 
can also make a plastic volcano explode, and 
make your own robot! It takes place every year in 
BOTH  gyms and always happens during the 
early-spring period of the school year. Hopefully 
you will want to enter the STEM Expo after you 
read this article!  

You’re probably wondering how these 
wonderful people created this awesome event. We 
can answer that for you!  Mrs. Barlow and Mrs. 
Parke got the idea from Mrs. O’Connor, who ran 
the Invention Convention. Mrs. Barlow and Mrs. 
Parke wanted something like that for their school, 
but they also wanted to include experiments and 
demonstrations. Mrs. Barlow stated “I love science 
and love encouraging kids to love it too.”  

Our school has experienced a lot of 
science events in the past.  For example, the 
Invention Convention, where students got the 
chance to formulate their own invention. Another 
was the Science Expo, where you could create an 
invention, demonstrate something or do an 
experiment.  Recently, the Science Expo changed 
to the STEM Expo.  

There are many people that enter this 
science event. Some of those students are new to 
the STEM Expo and some have already done it in 
the past. Everybody is glad they participated in this 
excellent kids’ event. As Johnny, a fourth grader 
that is participating in the STEM Expo stated,  “We 
were for sure excited when we entered the STEM 
Expo this year. My group and I thought that our 
experiment was a nice idea.”  
 

PLEASE SEE  STEM EXPO,  Page 6 
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Teacher After-School Routines 
By: Keira and  Mia 

 
 

Have you ever wondered what teachers do 
outside of school? Well, we have information for 
you! Here at Mendham Township Elementary 
School, teachers have some cool outside of school 
routines!  

Let's start our article out with the teacher 
that has the coolest after school routines, Ms. 
Panetta! She has 5 different exclusive jobs! She 
runs Cheernastics, a program where she teaches 
cool gymnastics moves and combines them with 
cheer.  Ms. Panetta also teaches private 
gymnastics lessons where she shows how to do 
awesome moves and tricks. It’s really fun! She 
teaches ¨Panetta Power PHIT¨ for staff members at 
our school. She also does Macaw and subs at the 
YMCA for group fitness classes. She has a lot of 
jobs and she nails them all!  

We also interviewed Ms. Allen, who has 
been teaching at this school for 2 years. Of course, 
we know that Ms. Allen has an amazing voice!  She 
practices every week at her voice lessons. 

She is even in a music group called The 
Harmonium Choral Society. She also runs Chorus 
for Mendham Twp Elementary School students.  

The Tiger Singers are going to be 
performing a concert on May 30th at the Festival of 
the Arts at our school.  
We asked Ms. Allen if she always dreamed of being 
a music teacher? She told us that “When I was 
younger I wanted to be an oceanographer but then I 
decided to be a music teacher.” Ms. Allen is an 
amazing music teacher. 
We interviewed Ms. Williamson, a Kindergarten 
teacher at our school.  Ms. Williamson’s favorite 
part of teaching is helping her students improve in 
reading. That’s awesome! Do you like reading? We 
sure do! 

 
Article Continues in Next Column 

 
Ms. Williamson does several interesting 

things after school. She likes to go on walks, 
shopping, and she tutors as well. Ms. Williamson 
teaches Macaw classes, cooks and works on her 
garden.  

Can you believe Ms. Williamson has been 
teaching for 19 years? She has taught 1st grade, 
3rd grade, and Kindergarten. Wow, she has taught 
a lot of grades!  

Last but most definitely not least, is Mr. 
O'Keefe! He has been teaching here for 7 years. 
After school, Mr. O’Keefe walks his dog, eats dinner 
with his wife, cleans his yard and watches the Mets 
game, if one is on. Mr. O’Keefe told us that his 
favorite part of teaching is “Making a change to 
children's lives.”  

In conclusion, it is clear that all of these 
amazing teachers have incredible abilities and 
interesting after-school routines! 

 
 

 
STEM EXPO:  Science Event 

FROM PAGE 6 
 

 
The Green Award is awarded when your project is 
very environmentally-friendly or helps the 
environment. At our last experience at the STEM 
Expo, there were quite a few people with the Green 
Award ribbon on their environmentally-friendly 
project’s table. Save the date for next year’s STEM 
Expo! We both hope that after reading this article 
you will join! 
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Book Reviews 
By: Maeve, Natalie O. and Georgia 

 
 

We wanted to include a section for book reviews 
in our newspaper because we all really enjoy reading 
books. We wanted all the kids in the school to get a 
chance to find new books that other kids really like and 
think people their age  will enjoy.  We used Goodreads 
to rate the books. Most of the books we included are 
ones that we have all enjoyed this year or when we 
were little. A lot of the books can be found at the MTES 
library. We hope you enjoy our book reviews!! 

 
The Great Shelby Holmes by Elizabeth 
Eulberg 
Rating -3.95 out of of 5 
Genre -Fiction 
Grade - 4th 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Review - Shelby Holmes is only nine 

years old, but she is already in sixth grade and 
probably the best detective her neighborhood has ever 
seen. She uses her logic and a little bit of bossiness to 
solve the toughest crimes with her sidekick, Watson. 

 
Harry Potter and The Sorcerer's Stone 
by J.K Rowling 
Rating- 4.46 out of 5 
Genre -Fantasy 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Review -  Harry Potter’s life is miserable. 
His parents are dead and he is forced to 

live with his cruel relatives. He lives in a tiny closet 
under the stairs until a visitor rescues him. The visitor 
tells him that he is a wizard and takes him to his new 
home, Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry .  
  

We would like to thank the following people for their support of 
the Tiger Times Newspaper :  
Dr. Constantino, Ms. Kotcho, Mrs. Barlow, Mrs. DeGise, Mrs. 
MacNamara, Mrs. Tiboni, all of the teachers who graciously 
agreed to be interviewed and Mrs. Newton (Teacher  Advisor) 

 

Shai & Emmie Star in Break an 
Egg! By Quvenzhane Wallis 
Rating -3.58 out of 5 
Genre -Realistic Fiction 
Girl /Boy/Both 
Grade -3rd 
Review - Shai Williams is a star 
on stage. She goes to a special 

school for the  performing arts and two of her 
relatives are actresses. So when Shai doesn’t get 
the lead role in her school musical, she is 
shocked. Gabby Supreme, the new girl that moved 
from Hollywood gets the part instead.  
 

Geronimo Stilton by Elisabetta 
Dami 
Rating -4.59 out of 5 
Genre -Fiction 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Grade -3rd 
Review - The first book in an 
amazing series written in the 

perspective of Geronimo Stilton. He and his 
friends go on a fun adventure to find secret a 
treasure! 
 
  Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 

Rating -3.83 out of 5 
Genre -Fiction 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Grade -2nd 
Review - Stanley Lambchop 
wakes up one morning after a 
bulletin board fell on him! It 

squished him and now he is only half an inch 
thick! Exciting things happen to Stanley 
because he is so flat!. He helps catch two 
thieves and even becomes a he ro! 

 
PLEASE SEE  BOOK REVIEWS , Page 8 
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Book Reviews  
Continued 

 
A-Z Mysteries by Ron Roy 
Rating-  3.96 out of 5   
Genre -Fiction 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Grade -2nd grade 
Rating - 3.96 out of 5 
Review - Dink writes a letter to his 
favorite author, Wallis Wallace, to 

invite him to visit Green Lawn. To Dink’s delight, 
Wallace says he will come. But when the day arrives, 
Wallace is nowhere to be found! The police tell Dink 
he missed his plane but Dink suspects otherwise. 
Where is Wallis Wallace and why is he not at Green 
Lawn?  
  Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish 

Rating -4.16 out of 5 
Genre - Realistic Fiction 
Girl /boy/both 
Grade - 1st grade 
Review -  When Mr. and Mrs. 
Rogers are gone Amelia Bedelia is 
supposed  to keep the house clean. 

She follows the list and does exactly what she was 
told to do but she takes everything literally, in this 
hilarious tale. 

 
 
Henry and Mudge: The First Book 
by Cynthia Rylant 
Rating -4.11 out of 5 
Genre - Realistic Fiction 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Grade -1st 

Review -  When Henry starts feeling lonely on a 
street without any other kids to play with he meets a 
big dog named Mudge. They soon become friends 
and play with each other every day! 
 
 

Piggy and Elephant, Today I Will 
Fly! by Mo Williams  
Rating -4.31 out of 5 
Genre - Fiction 
Girl/Boy/ Both 
Grade - Kindergarten/First 
Review -  Gerald and Piggie have 
completely different personalities but 

they make the best of friends. Piggie tries to fly but 
Gerald thinks he can’t do it. Can Piggie prove Gerald 
wrong?  
 

 

Jokes 
Compiled by Luke C. 

 

 
Why did the cookie go to the doctor? 

 

Why did the cow cross the street? 
 

What do you call a frog that is illegally parked? 
 

What do you call fake spaghetti? 
 

ANSWERS Page 9 
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M.T.E.S word search 
By: Noah C. 

     K       W N J K S 
   
     A       H O T P Z 
   
     E       U L R O X 
   
     R       R I O N A 
   
     B       N M B Q N 
 
     G      R A S S U 
 
     R       E W O L F  

 

Flower, Fun, Spring, Hot, Grass, Break 

Joke Answers 
1. Because he felt crumby! 
2. To get to the moo-vies! 
3. Toad (Towed)! 
4.  An im-pasta (Imposter)! 

 
Brain Teaser Answers  

1. Stop Imagining  
2. Door #2; The power is out so the electric chainsaws will not 

work 
3. Use the chainsaw to cut the table in half, Because two halves 

make a (w)hole  you escape! 
 

M.T.E.S word search 
By: Noah C. 

murmes ____________________________________ 

ecbah ______________________________________ 

Ionvatca ____________________________________ 

yluj tufohr ___________________________________ 

nfu ________________________________________ 

The Seven  (Continued from Tiger Times Volume 1 ) 

Written and illustrated by: Julia, Piper, Sullivan, Johnny 

 

 


