Return to School - Fall 2020

MTSD FAQ

On Tuesday, July 21, the Mendham Township Board of Education approved our Return to School Plan
that we believe provides the best balance of safety and academic success for our students. This plan
includes three different options that the District may enact, based on the current conditions and
governmental directives.
Our guiding principles for 2020-2021: safety and health, in-person learning, social engagement for
students, equity, data-driven decision making, and fiscal responsibility remain at the forefront of our
planning process.
For parents and guardians concerned about their family’s or their student’s health in an in-person
school environment, several options are available to you, including a hybrid model at the middle school
level and distance learning model at all levels. The details of the plan are being communicated through
grade-level specific meetings, the District weekly communication schedule, and supplemental
resources like this FAQ, all available on our website.
Throughout both the summer and academic year, we will continue to follow guidance from Governor
Murphy, the New Jersey Department of Health, the New Jersey Department of Education, and our local
Health Department We are prepared to transition to a hybrid attendance model or a completely remote
environment should that be necessary.

Are face coverings required for staff, students,
and visitors in school facilities?
Yes. District staff, students, and visitors are required to wear face coverings except under the
following circumstances:
When doing so would inhibit the individual’s health.
When a student is in extreme heat outdoors.
If a student’s documented medical condition, or disability as reflected in an Individualized
Education Program (IEP), precludes the use of a face covering.
When a student is eating or drinking.
The student is engaged in high intensity aerobic or anaerobic activities. During gym and
music classes when individuals are in a well-ventilated location and able to maintain a
physical distance of six feet apart.

What happens if a student, staff, or other school personnel
has tested positive for COVID-19?
If the Mendham Township School District becomes aware that an individual who has spent time
in a district facility tests positive for COVID-19, officials must immediately notify local health
officials, staff, and families of a confirmed case while maintaining confidentiality. Health officials
will help administrators determine a course of action for the School/School District. The affected
School will likely dismiss students and staff for 2-5 days to virtual programming. This initial
short-term dismissal allows time for the local health officials to gain a better understanding of
the COVID-19 situation impacting the school and for custodial staff to clean and disinfect the
affected facilities. During that time, we will work with the local health officials to determine
appropriate next steps, including whether an extended dismissal duration is needed to stop or
slow further spread of COVID-19.
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How do I know when staff or students can return to school
following a positive COVID-19 test?
Procedures for a return to school for staff and students who had a positive COVID-19 test
include the following:
With Symptoms
14 days have passed since symptoms first appeared
At least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication and
Once 24 hours have passed with no fever and respiratory symptoms have improved, you
must return for additional testing. You must receive two negative test results in a row, at
least 24 hours apart.
Without Symptoms
14 days have passed since test
You must receive two negative test results in a row, at least 24 hours apart
If you develop symptoms after testing positive, follow the guidelines above entitled, “with
symptoms” and contact your healthcare provider
Source: CDC.gov – Updated, July 16, 2020

Is there be a specific place at school to isolate students or
staff who show symptoms of COVID-19?
Both schools have identified a designated space where persons with COVID-19 symptoms can be
separated from other students and staff while they wait to be picked up from school. The space
is child-friendly to reduce anxiety and the student/staff member will be accompanied at all
times. School nurses and other healthcare providers should use Standard and TransmissionBased Precautions when caring for sick people.

If a student or staff member has been at school is
identified as having COVID, does the entire class have to
be quarantined for 14 days?
As provided in CDC guidance, if individuals have been in close contact with someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19, meaning they are within 6 feet of someone for at least ten minutes,
they should self-quarantine for 14 days from the date of last exposure before returning to school.
In the case of a positive COVID test, local health departments, working in coordination with
school districts, will conduct contact tracing to determine whether or not an individual has been
in close contact with a student and advise any affected individuals, via trained contact tracers, to
self-quarantine for 14 days. The local health department in coordination with the school will
assess the specific circumstances of the individual with the positive test to determine those
individuals that have been in close contact and need to self-quarantine – this may or may not
include all students in the class.

Can staff and/or students wear face shields instead of face
coverings?
Currently, the CDC and NJDOE do not recommend use of face shields as a substitute for face
coverings. Therefore, they may not be used to satisfy face covering requirements.

Who is responsible for supplying face coverings and other
supplies to staff and students?
Face coverings may be provided by the student’s family/guardian and can be included as part of
the back to school supplies. Schools will provide extra face coverings for any students who need
them (e.g. students who forget or misplace their face coverings) and will provide face coverings
for students that are experiencing financial hardship. If you have any questions regarding face
coverings, please reach out to the Building Principals.

Should students, staff, or others who have been tested for
COVID-19 attend or visit school while they await test
results?
Anyone who is sick should stay home from school. Anyone who suspects they are ill and received
a COVID-19 test should not attend or visit school while awaiting test results. Should the test
result be negative, they should follow normal illness exclusion rules (24 hours without fever or
other symptoms before they can return to school). If a clinician has a suspicion that the illness
may be COVID-19 despite a negative test, they should follow general guidance related to COVID19 – ie, unless they were immunocompromised, they would wait at least 14 days from symptom
onset and at least one day from resolution of symptoms prior to returning. If the individual
should be quarantined based upon a known exposure, then they would need to wait 14 days from
last possible exposure prior to returning. See MTSD Return to School Document for additional
details.
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What notifications are required to the school community
when there is an exposure? What notifications are
required to the school community when there is a positive
test result of a teacher/student/staff member?
As outlined in The Road Back, if the school district becomes aware that an individual who has
spent time in a district facility tests positive for COVID-19, district officials must immediately
notify local health officials, staff, and families of a confirmed case while maintaining
confidentiality. Our District Staff work with the local health department and follow CDC
guidelines for illness reporting.
Contact tracers will communicate with the close contacts, letting them know of the
potential exposure. This may include all or some of the school population. Close
contacts are not told who the case is, just that they were potentially exposed. Close
contacts are asked to quarantine for 14 days since last exposure to the positive case
and to look for symptoms of COVID-19 disease during their quarantine period. SEE ABOVE
regarding quarantining periods. At this point, decisions will be made regarding school closures.
Contact tracers check-in with identified close contacts to inquire about symptoms and
provide support to ensure they have what they need to remain quarantined for 14 days
from last exposure. Contact tracers will also ask people in quarantine if they have left their
quarantine location at any point or if they have had any visitors. This information is important
because, if the close contact becomes a case, then anyone they might have infected will
need to be contacted.
Case investigators and contact tracers are trained in HIPAA regulations and ensure
private information of positive cases and close contacts is kept confidential. Mendham
Township School District Administration has completed the Johns Hopkins University's
COVID-19 Contact Tracing course and we are prepared to execute these procedures if
necessary.

Will we be provided the names of any children
or staff that are sick?
Absolutely not. The right to privacy of any individual cannot and will not be compromised. As we
have proven time and again in our school district and community, we will rally around each
other and support each other through this difficult period.

Whom do I notify if my child tests positive for COVID-19?
Whom do I notify if someone in my household tests positive?
In both cases, you would immediately notify the Building Principal and School Nurse. We will work
closely with you to provide support and guidance throughout the process. Please know that we will
do everything possible to help in any way we can.

What if my family is traveling to one of the states on the
quarantine list before school starts, or over a weekend?
Anyone traveling must be quarantined in accordance with NJ guidelines. Currently, for travel to
a high risk area, a fourteen days quarantine is required. For the safety of our staff and students,
we are asking that everyone work together to keep each other safe.

Will student temperatures be checked each day prior to
entering the building?
Yes, all students will be temperature screened prior to entering a District School Bus or the
School Buildings. Any student who has a body temperature that exceeds the District cutoff will
not be allowed to enter a Bus or the School Buidling.

What if I choose to enroll in online learning for my child
but I change my mind in October? Can I switch to in
school learning? (or vice versa)
All change requests will be reviewed with the Building Principals. District Policy requires that
these changes occur at the conclusion of a marking period. Should you have a specific hardship
circumstance, feel free to contact us to discuss.

How will rooms be configured for social distancing?
Rooms will be cleared of extraneous equipment and furnishings in order to maximize social
distancing. Architects informed the district of occupancy levels required to maintain social
distancing, and we will adhere to those guidelines as we rearrange the remaining furniture. Six
feet of social distancing will be maintained to the greatest possible extent but cannot be
guaranteed at all times.

What procedures are in place to monitor students in
common areas (hallways, corridors, bathrooms) and
ensure that masks are properly worn at all times?
Procedures specific to each building in the district will be established at the building level and
communicated to families by building principals.
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Will students and staff be screened for COVID-19
symptoms each day prior to entering the building?
Students and staff will pre-certify their COVID-19 status before entering school grounds. Any
students or staff who have COVID-19 symptoms should remain home and participate virtually.
Please contact your school nurse or physician with any questions.
Families, students, and teachers will be given precertification screening directions that they
should complete daily at home prior to coming to school. It is a parent’s responsibility to never
send a child who is ill or that has a fever to school.
If a child is sent to school with any symptoms of COVID-19, the school nurse will contact their
parent or guardian to immediately pick up them from school.

How will school lunch work?
School Lunch procedures will be developed by grade level and District school. Some
general guidelines apply in all situations:
Students will not engage in group dining. Lunch will take place with physical distancing
during mealtimes, served in students’ individual rooms or in outdoor spaces.
Lunch times will be staggered to limit the number of children requiring lunchtime
supervision.
Children and Staff will wash their hands before and after eating.
Meals will be available for purchase. This will not be done in “cafeteria style”, rather they will
be prepared and delivered to the students in their classroom/lunchtime setting.
Families are encouraged to strongly consider sending lunch with their child until such time
as restrictions are eased.

What will Physical Education instruction look like?
Physical Education will take advantage of outdoor time as much as possible, with nonequipment activities that also help promote social distancing like yoga and exercise based
instruction. During inclement weather, PE will take place inside the classroom with a heavier
emphasis on health and SEL instruction. Each District School will establish procedures and
schedules regarding recess and physical education. These specific programs will be discussed
during school level web meetings and updated through Principal emails. The MTSD plan
regarding recess and physical education includes protocols to address the following:
Staggering recess times for classes/grade levels.
If two or more groups are participating in recess at the same time, there will be at least six
feet of open space between the two groups.
The use of cones, flags, tape, or other signs to create boundaries between groups.
A requirement that all individuals always wash hands immediately after outdoor
playtime.
Locker rooms are closed to mitigate risk and prohibit students and staff from confined
spaces with limited ventilation and/or areas with large amounts of high contact surfaces.
Students are encouraged to wear comfortable clothing and safe footwear to school that
allows for safe movement and is appropriate for the weather in order to participate in
physical education without the use of a locker room.
The Mendham Township School District will mitigate risk, eliminate direct contact with
equipment (lessons with no equipment), and will not allow sharing of equipment.
The Mendham Township School District will designate specific areas for each class during
recess to avoid cohorts mixing.

What does research tell us about the specific ventilation
standards that should be in place to provide safe learning
environments? How often should these systems be
inspected for compliance with these standards?
Per the Public Employees Occupational Safety and Health (PEOSH) standards, all schools are
covered by the Indoor Air Quality standard (N.J.A.C. 12:100-13).The standard provides
requirements for HVAC inspection, maintenance and maintaining acceptable IAQ indicators, i.e.,
temperature, carbon dioxide levels, etc. There is extensive information on the PEOSH website,
including guidance, checklists and a model of a written Indoor Air Quality program.
We are proud to report that the District has invested in the CASPR air filtration system. The
system is installed as part of the HVAC system and works with ambient air to generated
negatively-charged molecules, like hydrogen peroxide. These molecules exit your duct, circulate
the room through the air and land on all surfaces. During this process, these negatively-charged
molecules are actively seeking out positively-charged molecules, like mold, bacteria, and viruses,
to neutralize by killing at the molecular level. Once neutralized, they revert back to hydrogen
and oxygen. For more information on CASPR, see www.casprgroup.com.

How should districts accommodate class activities with
shared objects, such as art supplies or musical
instruments?
As stated on page 10 of "The Road Back: Restart and Recovery for Education," school districts
should avoid or limit sharing objects and equipment. When sharing is unavoidable, objects and
equipment will be disinfected between uses. Though group work and shared activities will
present significant challenges, we will be working with our amazing teaching staff to consider
safe methods for socialization activities in classes.

