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The Chicken  Challenge 
by: Charlie  and Vivien 

 
Have you heard the chickens in the 
garden? 

 Their habitat is located in 
one of the far shady corners of the 
garden, they live in a wooden coop 
and pen. The coop has fencing to 
keep other animals out, as well as, 
metal latches and locks to ensure 
their safety. The chickens nest in 
sawdust and woodchips so they 
are cozy all night. They have 
beams for perching on in the 
middle of the day. The chickens 
have a feeder and water jug in the 
sunny corner of their pen. The 
coop has individual spots at the 
back of their coop, where they lay 
their eggs. 
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Cassidy holding Penny in our school garden. 
 

 

RESPECT 
 
Fall Into The Week Of 
Respect At MTES! 

 
by: Natalie and Maeve  

What does respect mean to you? 
Do you think it means to help your 
friend pick up their papers or to 
listen to your teachers’ directions? 
In fact, both of those are a form of 
respect.  

The Week of Respect is a       
week in October designed to teach      
students to learn what respect     
really means. Respect is an     
important trait to have in your life       
and every student should know to      
be respectful in school and out of       
school. As Ms. Johnson the MTES      
school counselor says, “The Week     
of Respect is a week that schools       
talk about and it brings a lot of        
attention to respecting others.” 

During the Week of 
Respect, there were different 
activities for students to participate 
in. On Monday, students wore blue 
to represent the World Day of 
Bullying Prevention and on Friday 
students wore yellow or gold to 
represent the Golden Rule ( treat 
others the way you want to be 
treated ).
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Let’s Do This Playground 
Style! 

by: Keira  and Mia  
 

Are you tired of our old 
playground? Playing tag?  Playing 
kickball on the kickball field? Well, 
today is your lucky day.  

The playground has  5  new 
features that are different from our 
old Mendham Township 
Elementary School  playground. 
Our new playground features are 
a blue chain climb, zipline, series 
of slides, bars,and an orange 
walkwall! One of the best parts is 
that the new playground is the 
MTES school colors: orange and 
blue. Unlike our faded, dull, old 
playground, our new playground is 
very shiny and bright! It’s as bright 
as the sun. 

We interviewed Gabriel, a 
boy in Mrs. Rubbinaccio’s third 
grade class. ”I really enjoy the 
zipline,” he said. 

 
PLEASE SEE  PLAYGROUND , 
Page 3 

 
Our amazing new playground! 
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Facts About Our School Garden! 
by: Barrett 

 
 

● The school garden started in 2010. 
● It’s not only Mrs. Parke that’s helping with the 

garden! She has created something called 
“The Green Team” that is all of the teachers 
helping with the garden!!! 

● The chickens, Mrs. Parke says are going to 
be a huge help with the garden! 

● Mrs. Newton and Mr. Gallo both have an 
enormous impact on the garden. 

 

Our beautiful school garden blooming in the summer! 

 

MTES Winter Word Scramble 
Created by Noah C.  

 
1. hadnmem _______________________________ 
 
2. ischmarst _______________________________ 
 
3. hooslc __________________________________ 
 
4. ckenihc _________________________________ 
 
5. wnesappre _______________________________ 
 
6. aremenelty _______________________________ 
 
7. dolc_____________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

�e Invention of Halloween 
By: Hannah, Cole, Cecelia and Sofia  

 
The Irish and Scottish created Halloween. 

Irish people also started trick-or-treating. Before 
trick-or-treating people would ask for money 
instead of candy. If you did not give  away anything 
you would get garbage bags on your roof. 
Halloween began as the festival of Samhain 
(SOW-IN). It was part of the ancient Celtic religion 
in Britain and other parts of Europe. At the end of 
summer, the Celts thought the barrier between our 
world and the world of ghosts and spirits  ended up 
really thin.  It originated with the ancient Celtic 
festival of  Samhain when people would light 
bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts.  

The evening before was known as All 
Hallows Eve, and later Halloween. Halloween is an 
annual holiday celebrated each year on October 
31st. 

 

Tiger Times Reporters 
Kayleigh, Noah C., Piper, JD, Julia, Sullivan, 
Natalie C., Aditi, Natalie O., Mia,Hannah, 
Cecelia, Cole, Sofia, Barrett, Keira, Katelyn, 
Charlie, Vivien, Maeve, Amara, Elisa, Jeremy, 
Maddie, Noah S. and Valentina 
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RESPECT:  Week Long Celebration 
FROM PAGE 1 

Also on Friday, we had a school-wide 
assembly called  The Power of One Anti-Bullying 
which talked all about bullying, what it is, how to 
prevent it, and why it happens. The teachers in each 
classroom discussed how to respect other people's 
items, feelings, and the world.  

Every day during the Week of Respect a 
quote was played on the loudspeaker. Some of the 
quotes were, “No act of kindness, no matter how 
small, is ever wasted.”  -Aesop.  This quote means 
that any act of kindness even just a small 
compliment means a great deal to whoever it was 
said to. Another quote was, “When you are kind to 
others, it not only changes you, it changes the 
world.”  -Harold Kushner.  This quote means that the 
acts of kindness you do can change who you are 
and how others feel about themselves. These quotes 
are very important because they tell people that 
kindness is something that you will always do in your 
entire life. 

Mrs. Johnson also said, “To me the Week of 
Respect means to be able to walk around and see 
students showing respect. Learning to respect others 
is just as important as any other school subject.” 
Every student should know that even though we 
have a special week for respect it doesn’t mean that 
you are only respectful during that week. You should 
be respectful to everyone on everyday. 

PLAYGROUND:  Recess Fun 
FROM PAGE 1 

He would add swings if he could. Gabriel 
happens to enjoy the new playground more than the 
old one. 

We interviewed Daria, a girl in Mrs.Parke’s 
third grade class. “I love the zipline the most,” said 
Daria.  
            She would like to add a seesaw for her and 
her friends to play on. “I like both playgrounds the 
same. I think both playgrounds are good in different 
ways. The old playground has more features and the 
new playground is our school colors,” she said. What 
a great description! 
            Ethan, a boy in Mrs.Riina’s third grade class 
happens to enjoy the old playground more than the 
new playground! Ethan’s favorite part about the new 
playground is the zipline.”I would add laser tag,” 
Ethan said. Wow, can you imagine if we had laser 
tag? That would be awesome! 
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Chickens enjoying their time out of the coop. 

 

CHICKENS:  Fascinating Creatures 
FROM PAGE 1 

The chickens themselves are well fed and they are all females. There are three chickens in the coop, 
the Barred Rock chicken is black and white. Another chicken which is the Americana is tan with flecks of 
yellow. The last chicken which is a Jersey Gold is guess what, gold. After asking the chickens if they like their 
food, we got the answer of “bac bac bac” [which in chicken means] “Yes, we like it a lot.” 

After talking to the caretaker of the chickens, Mr. Gallo and his family, he told us that “We will usually let 
the chickens out two to three times a week.” The Gallos told us that all the different chickens lay different color 
eggs and they lay about two to three eggs per day. “We use the chicken droppings to fertilize the garden so it is 
beneficial to have chickens,” said Mr. Gallo. 

  Do you know that it is very hard to get the chickens into their coop? Well, our school chickens are 
trained to go in their coop when the Gallo Family want them too. Maybe they’re telepathetic, who knows? 
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PLAYGROUND:  Recess 
Fun     FROM PAGE 3 

 
 Next, we interviewed 

Rachel, a girl in Mr.Rubinaccio’s 
third grade class. Her favorite part 
is the zipline! She enjoys the new 
playground better. Rachel would 
add a huge walkwall to get a terrific 
view of the two playgrounds and 
the school. 

We interviewed Ashley and 
Abby, both from Mrs. Parke’s third 
grade class. Both girls really like 
the zipline, a feature in our new 
playground. Ashley and Abby 
would add a seesaw for their 
friends to play with! 

 
 

Noah having fun on our new slide. 

  
     We also interviewed our 
school principal, Ms. Kotcho. 
Her favorite part of the 
playground is watching 
everybody play on it! She said, 
“The new playground is nice 
because it can allow more 
people to play at once.” 

She also told us that 
“The playground is perfect!” 
Don’t you agree?  

 

  Let’s Meet Someone 
New! 

 
by: Aditi and Amara  

Have you ever been new to a 
school? If so, then you know how 
it feels. Let’s see how these three 
girls feel about being new!  

 In Mendham Township 
Elementary School, we met with 
three students to ask them some 
questions.They were all new 
students and they told us how it 
felt to be new.  They came up with 
different answers.  But even 
though there were differences, 
there was also some similarities in 
their answers.  We first 
interviewed Medha in Mrs.Reed’s 
first grade class.  Our first 
question was,  “How does it feel to 
be new?”  She answered, “Good, 
because you meet new people!” 
We are glad she likes this school! 
       The second question we 
asked her was, “Do you like this 
school?  How much?”  Medha 
responded, “Yes, I do like this 
school!  I rate this school a ten out 
of ten!” 
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Did you know a portion of the 
playground was paid by our 
Mendham Township HSA? The rest 
was paid by our school. So that 
shows that we worked together for 
our school. Thank you to everyone 
who helped us get this amazing 
new playground!  

 

Strings Are Life! 
by: Natalie C. 

 
Time for fourth grade players and       

some third grade players to have      
fun playing instruments.  
           Mrs. Schaberg teaches the 
string players at Mendham 
Township Elementary School. The 
Winter  Concert will take place in 
December. The string players are 
starting to prepare for  their songs.  
           The Winter Concert songs 
are: Hot Cross Buns, Mary Had a 
Little Lamb, Good King 
Wenceslas, Jingle Bells, Twinkle, 
Dreidel, and Hanukkah. Our 
Winter Concert songs will show 
the beautiful String instruments 
Bass, Cello, Viola, and Violin. 

Facts 
● Mrs. Schaberg has been 

playing the violin for 44 
years! 

● There are about 150 to 250 
bow strings! 

● The bow strings are made 
of horsehair! 

 

 

 

Natalie with the Bass, Cello, Viola and 
Violin. 
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Welcome to MTES! 
by: Julia and Piper 

 
Would you like to learn about a new teacher? 

Well, you’re in luck!  
We are learning about Ms. Rubbinaccio, our 

new 3rd grade teacher. Ms. Rubbinaccio enjoys our 
school and thinks it is a great community. She also 
told us that everyone has been so welcoming and 
nice to her.  

What inspired her to start teaching?  She 
always wanted to be a teacher since she was young 
but her fourth grade teacher really inspired her. She 
said Mrs.Parke, a friend who she has taught with 
previously at a different school, reached out to her 
over the summer and told her to come teach here at 
Mendham Township Elementary School.  

This is Ms. Rubbinaccio’s third year of 
teaching and she has taught at The Riverview 
School. She likes teaching third grade because the 
students learn a lot of new things. For example, they 
learn multiplying and dividing.  

 Her favorite subject is writing. She likes 
writing because there are so many types of writing. 
Her least favorite subject to teach is science because 
there are a lot of things to know and do for science, 
and it is a difficult program.  

Well, isn't Ms. Rubbinaccio interesting? We 
hope Ms.Rubbinaccio has an outstanding year at 
MTES! 

 

Ms. Rubbinaccio our new third grade teacher. 

 

 

 
 

               STUDENT:  New to MTES 
FROM PAGE 4 

We finally asked her, “Did you make any friends?” 
She responded, “Yes! I made a lot of friends! 
About 19.” 
      We then interviewed Paisley and Eddie in 
Ms.Williamson’s Kindergarten class.   We asked 
them both the same questions.  Our first  question 
was, “Would you like to change anything about this 
school?”  Paisley responded, “Yes! No homework.” 
Eddie responded the same thing. How cute is that!  
     Then we asked them, “Did you make any 
friends yet?”  They both said yes, but Paisley 
made two, and Eddie made four. 
     We then asked them, “Do you like your 
teacher?  And why?”  They both responded, “Yes! 
Because she is very nice, and is the one who 
teaches us.” So sweet!! 
      Then we asked them, “Do you like this school, 
or your past school better?”  They both reported, 
“This school is a little bit better than our past 
school.”  
      Our school hopes, that all of the new students 
have a successful school year. 
 
 

 

We would like to thank the following people for their support of 
the Tiger Times Newspaper :  
Dr. Constantino, Ms. Kotcho, Mrs. Barlow, Mrs. DeGise 
Mrs. MacNamara, Mrs. Tiboni, Mrs. Parke, Ms. Rubbinaccio, 
Mr. Gallo, and Mrs. Newton (Teacher  Advisor) 
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Top Five Favorite Halloween Candies 
In The School! 

by: Hannah, Cole, Cecelia and Sofia 
 

In October, we interviewed four classes about        
candy. We were trying to find out the most popular          
candies in our school! First, our group first made a          
poster of many kinds of candy including Laffy Taffy,         
Candy Corn, Sour Patch Kids, Jolly Ranchers,       
Smarties, Twizzlers, Twix, Starburst, Hershey’s,     
Tootsie Roll, Reese’s, Kit Kat, Milky Way, Lollipops,        
Three Musketeers, and Skittles! Then, we      
interviewed the classes and found interesting      
answers. Finally, we wrote our article.  

Thank you to Mrs. Allen’s, Ms. Williamson’s, Mrs.         
Reed’s and Mr. O’Keefe’s classes for letting us        
interview you! We appreciate your help! 

 

The Winners For The Top Five 
Halloween Candies Are… 

1: Hershey’s Chocolate Bar (14) 
2: Candy Corn (13) 
3: Kit Kat (12) 
4: Sour Patch Kids/Skittles (11) 
5: Twix (7)      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn and MaryEllen cooking the daily meals. 

 

COOKING WITH THE COOKS! 
By: Kayleigh, Elisa and Maddie 

Did you know that the cooks at Mendham 
Township Elementary School create their own 
recipes for our school? It is different every time! 
We are here to talk about the kitchen and tell you 
some exciting news that we have heard straight 
from the head cook. 

As we all know, the cooks at our school love           
cooking for us. They have a passion for cooking         
delicious homemade meals and unexpected sides.      
They dedicate their time to cook us homemade,        
straight from the farm meals.  

Our head cook is Janet Wood, and she cooks          
with Mary Ellen and Lynn Thomson. They arrive at         
our kitchen at 7 am and usually work 7-8 hours          
each day. 

We also learned that the Tiger Choice option is          
more expensive than their regular meals. The       
regular meals are usually $3.50. And did you        
know that the “Farm Stand” where you get the fruit          
and veggies is FREE!? It doesn’t matter if you get          
five pieces, it is still FREE!  

The cooks get bread every day from Anthony's         
bread. More than 200 pieces of bread are shipped         
to the kitchen every day. Isn't that cool to know          
where the bread comes from? The cookies that        
are made in the kitchen are shipped from David's         
Cookies.  
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Cooks : Delicious Meals for All 

FROM PAGE 6 

 
Mendham Township Kitchen Staff win RAVE award for outstanding 

service to our school 

 
They come in packs of frozen dough and they 

have to  make them into balls. Then they put them in 
the oven and let them cook so then they come out as 
delicious mouth watering cookies! They are so 
delicious that the chocolate will just melt in your 
mouth!  

We can’t wait for more delicious meals! 

 

 
Boxed and canned ingredients for their homemade recipes. 

 

Here is some information about the Head Cook at         
our school: 
 
JANET WOOD 

● Was a student at MTES- started in 4th        
grade. 

● She ate lunch in same kitchen she works in         
now! 

● She has three daughters in their twenties. 
● She is an EMT in our town. 

 

 

FAVORITE MTES RECIPES 
 

Mac-and-Cheese 
● Boil the elbow macaroni 
● Add cheese, milk, and butter 
● Bake it in the oven for 45 minutes 

Chicken Noodle Soup 
● Add celery onion and carrots 
● Add water and chicken 
● Boil it (2 hours) 
● Add chicken bouillon 
● Cook egg noodles separate 
● As served, add noodles 

The kitchen staff would love to hear your comments, suggestions and new recipes. 
 We have placed two boxes in the Library where you can put your ideas! Thank you! 

  
 



 

THE SEVEN: A COMIC STRIP Created By JAKE BEAR 

 
 

To be continued….To be continued….  

 


