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Mendham Township Middle School

16 Washington Valley Road, Brookside, NJ 07926 

         Patrick J. Ciccone, Ed.D                                                                 


                     Telephone 973-543-2505
         Principal                                                                                                                                                          Fax 973-543-070 
This is a sample of the last year’s enrichment offerings – these will not be released until early September 2019.  

2018-2019
Grade 7 & 8 - Enrichment Activities 
Dear 7th and 8th Grade Parents,

During the week of October 9th, all seventh and eighth grade students will have the opportunity to sign up for ninth period enrichment activities.  Please know that all students are already participating in a problem-solving class one day per week aligned to their official math course.  At a minimum, every student MUST sign up for one additional activity from the list below.  Although most of the activities will run for the entire school year, students will be offered an opportunity to participate in additional activities whenever possible. 

Students will be assigned to silent study halls if they are not scheduled into enrichment activities. All activities are one day per week unless otherwise noted in the description. 
Parents, please take a few minutes to discuss these offerings with your child if you deem it appropriate. 

The last three offerings are part of the Quest Program (gifted and talented).   However, all students who are interested in participating and willing to put in the work will be permitted to enroll.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Thank you, 

PJC
	Activity Name
	Description

	A.T.O.M.S. / Brain Bowl

Miss Robinson
	Competitive form of mental gymnastics that tests knowledge through quick recall and analysis in math, history, geography, language arts/literature, science, current events and trivia. 


	MTMS Holly Manor 

Ms. Sodora
	Community Service Projects, including weekly visit to Holly Manor.  

	MTMS Service Projects 
Miss Sodora
	Students will work together to identify strategies to help other in need.  Typically, there are 2-4 service projects throughout the year.   Last year the club did “Candy grams for school supplies for a less fortunate school”, supported Randolph Animal Shelter, worked with the Chester food pantry.  This group will attend a leadership weekend trip to Connecticut in late April. 



	Strategic Games & Chess Club

Mrs. Smith
	This group will meet once a week to challenge one another in strategic games such as chess, Battleship, Mastermind and role playing games such as Dungeons and Dragons.



	Sports in the News  

Mr. Hooker


	Students will read, watch, and discuss current sports related issues on a local, state, and national level - including topics of sportsmanship, leadership, ethical dilemma, teamwork, etc…Segments from movies may also be used to spark related discussions.  


	Get Started on Your WNWR 

Miss Robinson / Mr. Hooker


	Students will begin working on the Wednesday Night Reading and Writing with guidance from teachers.  This is not a study.  Students will follow the class activity working towards understanding the WNWR.  


	Artist of the Month

Ms. Hare
	Do you like making different kinds of art?  If so, then this club is for you.  Every month we will make a new project with different materials and learn about a new artist. Materials we will use include clay, canvas, paint, tissue paper, wire, light sensitive paper and of course, your imagination!


	Stem Challenge 

Mrs. Smith 
	Working independently and in teams, students will complete a different STEM project-based learning activity and challenge each week. Students will keep a journal which will allow them to document their approach to each challenge and reflect on their chosen process and end results.


	Sport Specific Skill Building

Mr. DePugh
	Class spilt into 3 segments:  

Basketball - October/ November / December (Shooting / passing / dribbling / defense)

Baseball/Softball – Throwing, catching, pitching & hitting

Lacrosse – Ball handling skills, shooting, passing, 

Students may move in and out of each segment based up the sport played.  


	Composers Club 

Mr. Bergamotto
	Students will use Logic Pro X professional music editing software (the industry standard) to create their own musical compositions in our MAC music lab.   

Maximum enrollment-12      Lottery style selection process with preference to 8th graders. 


	Colored Pencil Drawing
Ms. Hare
	Improve all of your colored pencil drawings! Learn easy, empowering techniques for color mixing, application and more.



	Yearbook   

Mrs. Esposito
	Students will create our school yearbook. 2 days per week  

	Game Design/Coding/Programming

Mrs. CasaGrande
	Have fun learning coding, programming and game design using Bloxels, Scratch, Makey Makey, Code Combat and other fun activities and programs in this class.



	Bulldog News 

Mrs. CasaGrande
	Seventh graders needed to work on the production team of Bulldog News Podcasts by writing scripts and other related tasks.  


	Movie making/Video and Photo Editing/Virtual reality

Mrs. CasaGrande
	Learn how to create and edit videos, animation and use photo editing features with fun activities.  This class will also have Virtual Reality experiences with different topics.



	Robotics Engineering & 3D Printing   

Mrs. CasaGrande  
	Have fun with programming with Lego Robotics and VEX IQ.  We will have “Battle Bots” and classroom challenges to complete in this class using problem solving skills and teamwork.  Students will also use TinkerCad and Google Sketch Up to create their own unique 3D designs.



	Regions Band Preparation

Mr. Branch
	Prepare for regions Band Auditions with Mr. Branch.  2 days per week

	Love your #selfie: My Autobiography through Photography
Mrs. Hollman
	Students in this class will have the opportunity to create autobiographical photography projects with the use of their cellphones, apps and traditional cameras. Projects like…  I love my: take an image of yourself that highlights what you love most about yourself.  Name scavenger hunt: Photograph different objects and shapes that resemble letters to create your name or an inspiration quote that resonates with you. Light painting: manipulate images through the science of photography and light.
Me + Nature: Photograph yourself connecting with nature. Selfies: create a collage of selfies to convey a positive message from yourself to the world. Reenactment Project: This project will require you to dig deep into your family archives. That’s right. Those embarrassing family photos are coming out. Find the photos that make you laugh and make them happen again. Maybe you’ll have to even dig through old Facebook and Myspace photos to find that one gem. Black & White: Create a black & white timeless family piece 

	Newspaper Club

Mrs. Smith 
	We are looking for a few dedicated 7th and 8th grade writers and editors to take the helm of the MTMS newspaper. The paper will cover events, entertainment, and human interest stories pertaining to the MTMS community and will feature student writing and artwork.  Newspaper staff will be responsible for designing the layout of the paper and for determining what stories and content will be featured.  Members will also research, write, edit, and type articles, in addition to soliciting content from students and staff members throughout the school. 

	Geography Club 

Miss Robinson
	Students will use maps, games and interactive activities to master geography of the United States of America and other regions around the world.



	Nice and Kind Club  

Mrs. Samaan
	Students will be the leaders of the Nice and Kind movement and will help spread kindness in the school and the community.

	STEM Club   

Mrs. Esposito
	Growing science knowledge through experiments and investigations.   “STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of educating students in four specific disciplines — science, technology, engineering and mathematics — in an interdisciplinary and applied approach. Rather than teach the four disciplines as separate and discrete subjects, STEM integrates them into a cohesive learning paradigm based on real-world applications.”  (www.livescience.com)

	Paper Crafting 

Mrs. Smith 
	In this class students will use paper and recycled books to create art. Students will create fun paper crafting projects using materials like old maps, books and recycled paper. Projects will include book folding, dictionary art, origami, paper flowers and more. 



	Explore Collage 

Ms. Hare
	Learn collage, a unique and fascinating art form, using common, everyday materials and your imagination.  Create unified looks in your collage while incorporating drawing, tearing and stamping.



	Art Room Assistant 

Ms. Hare
	You will curate and design student work art exhibitions, beginning with research and finishing with real and Instagram hosted exhibitions.  Organize materials in the art room and design eye catching showcases.



	The Write Stuff  Mrs. Vazquez
	Looking for a few good writers who are creative, like to help others and are interested in perfecting their skills.  A 6th grade class is looking for 7 and 8th graders who would be interested in starting a 9th period writer’s café to help them to become better writers.  Each Friday period 9 we will play writing games, have snacks, revise 6th graders’ written pieces and share ideas.

	
	

	Model Congress (Open Quest)

Mr. Hooker
	Students interested in the legislative process will practice parliamentary procedures, debate team strategies, as well as researching and writing their own bills.  Successful bills and or highly motivated student teams may have the opportunity to participate in off campus proceedings and competitions as well. 


	Junk Box Challenge 

Mrs. Bray (Open Quest) 

    
	Students will take part in creative, problem solving challenges that require them to apply the engineering process of investigating, proposing, creating, and evaluating solutions.  They will critically think about science and scientific processes and concepts to create a variety of devices that perform different tasks.  New competitions may begin at regular intervals; however, some activities may extend over the course of a month with culminating activity. 


	Green Challenge 

Mrs. Esposito (Open Quest) 
	Students will be encouraged to think critically about climate change and to collaborate in devising solutions.  Students will learn about climate change within the systems framework, examining interconnections among environmental social and economic issues. 


	
	



                                       Every Student Every Day

