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Kindergarten Art Curriculum Pacing Guide 
 
 
All units are graded using the Kindergarten Rubric for Assessment I have is included at the end 
of this document. 
 

Kindergarten 
Thematic Unit: Basic 
Elements of Art and  
Media 

Projects 
Classroom Procedures and 
materials 
exploration/experimentation 

Benchmark Content 

1 Color Studies 
Primary, secondary 

Color Wheel 
“The Great Blueness” Fairy 
Tale about the Creation of 
Color 

Getting to know the art-room 
Primary Color, Secondary Color,  
Tracing-Shape and Ruler 
Painting 

2 Color Studies 
Primary  
Artist Focus 

Piet Mondrian  Shape and Primary Only, vertical, horizontal, 
diagonal, Ruler Tracing:  Vertical, Horizontal, 
and Diagonal  
Geometric Shapes 
Painting Control or Oil Pastel Coloring 
Control 
Gluing 

3 Color Studies 
Secondary 
Artist Focus  

Joan Miro  Secondary Color,  
Organic Shapes:  free form line and shape, 
Painting control 

4 Artist/Author 
Studies 
 

Maurice Sendak “Where the 
Wild Things Are” 
 

Tracing, texture, rubbing, story telling 
 

5  Artist Focus Shack Collage with Beverly 
Buchanan 

Texture continued (Tactile vs. Visual), 
collage, thinking about shapes and how they 
relate to structure. 

6  Artist Focus 
 

Pablo Picasso  
Cubism 

Portraits 
Play with shape, line, pattern, and color 

7 Artist/Author 
Studies 

Ezra Jack Keats “The Snowy 
Day” 
  Experiences with play 

Collage, tracing and cutting shapes to 
represent actual things, limited space, 
Story-based Creation 

8  Artist Focus Jim Dine Pop Art Hearts Pop Art 
Symmetry, Printing, and Complementary 
Colors (Opposites)  

9  Nature and Culture Japanese Cherry Blossoms Painting/Printmaking 
Discussion of Japanese Culture and 
Springtime blooming of Cherry Blossoms.  
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10  Artist Focus Georgia O’Keeffe:  Fabulous 
Flowers 

Oil Pastel painting resist 
Observe nature close up 

Additional Project 
Ideas 

  

Artist Focus  Pumpkin Still-life Still Life Drawing 
Paint and collage 

Artist Focus 
 

Claude Monet Water lilies,  Mono printing, 
Simple landscape with limited space 
Media Experimentation 

9 Artist/Author 
Studies 

“the Very Hungry Caterpillar” 
“Mr. Seahorse” 

Animal Life Cycles 
Collage, Texture, Complex shape 

 
 
 

Kindergarten 
Project Rubric 

Beginning 1 Developing 2 Accomplished 
3 

Exemplary 4 

Effort: 
Creativity and 
Problem 
Solving 

Does not 
attempt to 
complete project 
steps. 

Completes some 
project steps. 
Shows the 
desire to 
improve some 
skills.  

Completes the 
required steps of 
for assignment 
with interest and 
a desire to 
succeed. 

Complete the 
project with a 
desire to 
succeed. 
Demonstrates 
skills expertly 
and brings a 
unique point of 
view to the 
project.  

Creating and 
presenting: 
Generates, 
refines, 
completes, and 
presents 
artistic work 
through the 
process of 
analysis, 
interpretation, 
and refinement 
of artistic 
techniques.  

Cannot identify 
basic elements 
of art and 
design. 

Identifies the 
basic elements 
of art and 
design.  

Identifies the 
basic E’s  of art 
and can explain 
how they are 
use dint eh 
current artistic 
examples. 

Identifies the e’s 
and p’s of art 
and can explain 
how they are 
used in various 
examples of 
composition as 
well as their own 
works of art.  

Creating and 
presenting: 
develops and 

Beginning to 
utilize some 
knowledge of 

Utilizes a 
developing 
ability to 

Creates works of 
art utilizing 
knowledge of 

Creates works of 
art that 
demonstrate 
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refines artistic 
techniques and 
work for 
presentation. 

the e’s and p’s 
of art. 
Experiments 
with symbols 
and visual 
vocabulary as 
well as new 
media tools. 

demonstrate the 
e’s and p’s of 
art. 
Experiments 
with symbols 
and visual 
vocabulary to 
illustrate stories 
and ideas as 
well as new 
media and tools.  

the e’s and p’s 
of art. 
Synthesizes 
ideas derived 
from examples 
of artwork. 
Demonstrates 
fluency using a 
variety of art 
media and tools.  

knowledge of 
the physical 
world, 
synthesize ideas 
from the artist or 
culture, and 
make personal 
connections. 
Demonstrates 
mastery using a 
variety of art 
medium and 
tools.  

Responding: 
apply criteria to 
evaluate, 
respond, and 
reflect upon a 
work of art.  

Does not 
recognize visual 
characteristics of 
artwork from an 
artist or specific 
culture.  

Identifies some 
visual 
characteristics of 
artwork from an 
artist or specific 
culture.  

Demonstrates a 
depening 
perspective 
through the 
process of 
critique and 
creation of 
artwork. 
Identifies visual 
characteristics in 
works of art from 
various themes. 

Explains how 
societal values 
and beliefs of an 
artist can 
influence the 
visual 
characteristics of 
works of art. 
Demonstrates a 
depening 
perspective 
through the 
process of 
critique and 
creation of 
artwork.  

Connecting: 
Relate artistic 
ideas and 
works with 
societal, 
cultural, and 
historical 
context to 
deepen 
understanding.  

Observes the 
basic elements 
in performance 
and exhibition. 
Does not utilize 
positive critique 
to enhance an 
artistic 
performance.  

Sometimes 
applies the 
principles of 
positive critique 
when giving and 
receiving 
responses to 
performance.  

Identifies the 
aesthetic 
qualities in 
exemplary works 
of art.  Applies 
the principles of 
positive critique 
when giving and 
receiving 
responses to 
performance.  

identifies the 
aesthetic 
qualities in 
exemplary works 
of art.  Applies 
the principles of 
positive critique. 
Responds 
emotionally to 
artistic 
performance.  

 


