
3rd Grade Art Curriculum Pacing Guide 
 
All units are graded using the 3rd grade Rubric for Assessment I have is included at the end of 
this document. 
 

Third Grade:  2 Year Art History Theme Rotation 
Thematic Unit                              Art Production 
Year 1 

 
Benchmark Content 

Mexico: Folk Art Huicol Indians Yarn 
Painting “Nearika”  

Markers used in representation of Yarn and 
addition of yarn into image 
storytelling illustrations of a myth, spiral 
decoration style 

Native American 
 

Navajo and Hopi Native 
Americans 
Kachina sculpture and 
portrait 

Sculpture:  model magic, tempera paint, craft 
accessories, hot glue 
Color value: light, bright, dark 
Portrait:  Chalk pastel 
Emphasis, positive negative space 

Greek/Roman 
 

Greek Figure Drawing Figure drawing, Greek clothing style,  
Polytheistic Society:  Symbols relating to gods,  
Using Value, pencil techniques, drawing pencils 
and color pencils.  

Asian Art   Katsushika Hokusai “The 
Great Wave” 
 

Watercolor with Oil Pastel Resist 
Show an understanding of the symbolism used in 
the work of art in order to make similar symbolic 
connections in their own 
Forces of Nature:  Balance and Harmony 

Asian Art Carp Kite, Children’s 
Day; growing up in 
modern Japan, cultural 
heritage and festival 
symbolism 

Drawing and 3-D construction  
Imitate systems of nature by drawing, decorating 
and constructing a 3-dimensional carp kite 
Fabric arts, Printmaking, Acrylic Paint 

   
Year 2: 
Thematic Unit                             Art Production 

 
Benchmark Content 

Egypt Cartouche:  Writing 
with Hieroglyphs 
 

Color Pencil 
Translations of Poetry and Personal Traits 

Egypt Egyptian Figure 
Drawing: 
continued 
Hieroglyphs 

Figure drawing, Egyptian clothing style,  
Polytheistic Society:  Symbols relating to gods,  
Using Value, pencil techniques, drawing pencils 
and color pencils.  

Australian Aboriginal 
 

Aboriginal 
Dreamings: 
Creation stories 

Abstraction, Pattern,  
Symbolism, Rhythm, Movement, 
Aerial View 



Dot Painting,  Mixed Media and Tempera Painting 
Van Gogh “Starry Night”  Art Criticism understanding the freedom of 

creativity 
Glue Resist and Chalk Pastel 

Vincent Van Gogh  “Sunflowers” A self 
Portrait 

Art Criticism understanding symbolic depictions 
of one’s self 
Oil Pastel 

   
Alternate Projects   
Renaissance Illuminated Letters Mixed Media – Color Pencil, Texture Rubbing, 

Metallic Paper Collage 
Ordinary themes used as a basis for a work of art 

 
 
 

3rd grade project 
rubric 

Beginning 1 Developing 2 Accomplished 
3 

Exemplary 4 

Effort:  Creativity 
and Problem 
Solving 

Does not 
attempt to 
complete project 
steps. 

Completes some 
required project 
steps.  Shows 
the desire to 
improve some 
skills.  

Completes the 
required steps of 
for assignment 
with interest and 
a desire to 
succeed. 

Complete the 
project with a 
desire to 
succeed. 
Demonstrates 
skills expertly 
and brings a 
unique point of 
view to the 
project.  

Creating and 
presenting: 
Generates, refines, 
completes, and 
presents artistic 
work through the 
process of 
analysis, 
interpretation, and 
refinement of 
artistic techniques.  

Cannot identify 
basic elements 
of art and 
design. 

Identifies some 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design.  

Identifies the 
basic E’s  of art 
and can explain 
how they are 
used in the 
current artistic 
examples. 

Identifies the e’s 
and p’s of art 
and can explain 
how they are 
used in various 
examples of 
composition as 
well as their own 
works of art.  

Creating and 
presenting: 
develops and 
refines artistic 
techniques and 

Beginning to 
utilize some 
knowledge of 
the e’s and p’s 
of art. 

Utilizes a 
developing 
ability to 
demonstrate the 
e’s and p’s of 

Creates works of 
art that make 
cohesive visual 
statements and 
that employ use 

Creates works of 
art that make 
cohesive visual 
statements and 
that employ use 



work for 
presentation. 

Experiments 
with symbols 
and visual 
vocabulary as 
well as new 
media tools. 

art. 
Experiments 
with symbols 
and visual 
vocabulary to 
illustrate stories 
and ideas as 
well as new 
media and tools.  

of the e’s and 
p’s of art. 
Synthesizes 
compositional 
influence from 
exemplary works 
of art. 
Demonstrates 
fluency using a 
variety of art 
media and tools.  

of the e’s and 
p’s of art. 
Utilizes 
inspiration from 
exemplary works 
of art from 
diverse cultures 
and historical 
periods.  Use 
stylistic visual 
vocabulary to 
enhance the 
overall result of 
an artwork.  

Responding: 
apply criteria to 
evaluate, respond, 
and reflect upon a 
work of art. 

Experiences the 
class process of 
perceiving and 
analyzing work. 
Listens to the 
group 
responding and 
reflecting on the 
finished piece.  

Beginning to 
perceive and 
analyze work by 
responding and 
reflecting on the 
finished piece. 
Compare the 
process, 
message, and 
subject matter in 
order to 
determine the 
criteria to 
evaluate one's 
own work.  

Perceive and 
analyze work by 
responding and 
reflecting on the 
finished piece. 
Compare the 
process, 
message, and 
subject matter in 
order to 
determine the 
criteria to 
evaluate one's 
own work.  

Compare the 
process, 
message, and 
subject matter in 
order to 
determine the 
criteria to 
evaluate one's 
own work. 
Interpret art by 
referring to 
contextual 
information and 
analyzing 
relevant subject 
matter, 
characteristics of 
form, and use of 
media.  

Connecting: 
Relate artistic 
ideas and works 
with societal, 
cultural, and 
historical context 
to deepen 
understanding.  

Observes the 
basic elements 
in performance 
and exhibition. 
Does not utilize 
positive critique 
to enhance an 
artistic 
performance.  

Identifies some 
visual 
characteristics of 
artwork from an 
artist or specific 
culture.  

Identifies 
characteristics of 
artwork as a 
reflection of 
societal values 
and beliefs. 
Relate common 
artistic elements 
that define 
distinctive 
genres in visual 
art. .  

identifies the 
aesthetic 
characteristics 
of artwork as a 
reflection of 
societal values 
and beliefs. 
Determine the 
impact of 
significant 
contributions of 
individual artists 



from diverse 
cultures 
throughout 
history.  

 
 


