
2nd Grade Art Curriculum Pacing Guide 
 
 
All units are graded using the 2nd grade Rubric for Assessment I have is included at the end of 
this document. 
 
 

Second grade:  Art History and World Culture 
Thematic Unit Art Project/Production 

 
Benchmark Content 

Asian Art  
 

Kimonos 
 

Cultural heritage, festival symbolism, 
historical styles, fashion/textile design 
Pattern, Contrast, Balance,  
Thematic Drawing, Oil Pastel Trace Resist, 
Water Color Paint 

Mexico  
 

Los Dias de los Muertos, Papel 
Picadose,  
 

Festival celebrating life and death 
Symmetry 
Complex Paper cutting 
Positive / Negative Space 

Central America 
Agricultural 
Community  

Oaxaca Magic Animals Exciting Pattern 
Complimentary Color for the most bold color 
effects, Animal drawing from imagination or 
visual resource,  
Tempera Paint 

Egypt How to make a Mummy Process of Mummification 
Beliefs and reasons for Mummification 
What details need to be on a coffin:  Portrait, 
name and personal details, spells, good luck 
charms, Drawing Heiroglyphs 
Life in Ancient Egypt 
Drawing facial details 
Fashion trends of the Ancient Egyptians 
Mixed Media:  Plaster of Paris, Modeling 
Clay 
Drawing, ruler skills, 3-D construction, 
Markers 

Ancient Greece Column and Architectural 
Design 

Symmetry and geometric shape pattern 
Wash to create an antique look using water 
based markers 
Gesture Drawing of a sports figure 

Africa Kente Cloth Weaving with yarn  
North American Grandma Moses Landscape, pastoral scene 

Illustration  
Water Color 



Australia XRay Bark Paintings Animal drawing with x-ray designs 
Sharpie marker  

Native American 
 

Inuit Arctic People “Sun Bird” Lifestyle of the Arctic Native Americans 
Spiritual connection to animals and ways of 
explaining natural occurrences 
Animal drawing combined with symbolism 
for forces of nature 
Drawing and Media choice 

Modern American 
Geometry 
Connection 
 

Faith Ringgold “Tar Beach” 
Quilt Design 
Faith Ringgold “Tar Beach” 
storytelling, write and illustrate 
a wish, 
 

African American Artist/Quilt Maker 
Story based image illustrating a wish 
Demonstrate the use of Emphasis and Pattern  
Illustration Drawing, Collage 
Using Geometric Shapes, Construction Paper 
Collage, and Color planning 

 
 
 

2nd grade project 
rubric 

Beginning 1 Developing 2 Accomplished 
3 

Exemplary 4 

Effort:  Creativity 
and Problem 
Solving 

Does not 
attempt to 
complete project 
steps. 

Completes some 
required project 
steps.  Shows 
the desire to 
improve some 
skills.  

Completes the 
required steps of 
for assignment 
with interest and 
a desire to 
succeed. 

Complete the 
project with a 
desire to 
succeed. 
Demonstrates 
skills expertly 
and brings a 
unique point of 
view to the 
project.  

Creating and 
presenting: 
Generates, refines, 
completes, and 
presents artistic 
work through the 
process of 
analysis, 
interpretation, and 
refinement of 
artistic techniques.  

Cannot identify 
basic elements 
of art and 
design. 

Identifies some 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design.  

Identifies the 
basic E’s  of art 
and can explain 
how they are 
use dint eh 
current artistic 
examples. 

Identifies the e’s 
and p’s of art 
and can explain 
how they are 
used in various 
examples of 
composition as 
well as their own 
works of art.  

Creating and 
presenting: 
develops and 

Beginning to 
utilize some 
knowledge of 

Utilizes a 
developing 
ability to 

Creates works of 
art utilizing 
knowledge of 

Creates works of 
art that 
demonstrate 



refines artistic 
techniques and 
work for 
presentation. 

the e’s and p’s 
of art. 
Experiments 
with symbols 
and visual 
vocabulary as 
well as new 
media tools. 

demonstrate the 
e’s and p’s of 
art. 
Experiments 
with symbols 
and visual 
vocabulary to 
illustrate stories 
and ideas as 
well as new 
media and tools.  

the e’s and p’s 
of art. 
Synthesizes 
ideas derived 
from examples 
of artwork. 
Demonstrates 
fluency using a 
variety of art 
media and tools.  

knowledge of 
the physical 
world, 
synthesize ideas 
from the artist or 
culture, and 
make personal 
connections. 
Demonstrates 
mastery using a 
variety of art 
medium and 
tools.  

Responding:  apply 
criteria to evaluate, 
respond, and 
reflect upon a work 
of art. 

Does not 
recognize visual 
characteristics of 
artwork from an 
artist or specific 
culture.  

Identifies some 
visual 
characteristics of 
artwork from an 
artist or specific 
culture.  

Demonstrates a 
depening 
perspective 
through the 
process of 
critique and 
creation of 
artwork. 
Identifies visual 
characteristics in 
works of art from 
various themes. 

Explains how 
societal values 
and beliefs of an 
artist can 
influence the 
visual 
characteristics of 
works of art. 
Demonstrates a 
depening 
perspective 
through the 
process of 
critique and 
creation of 
artwork.  

Connecting: 
Relate artistic 
ideas and works 
with societal, 
cultural, and 
historical context 
to deepen 
understanding.  

Observes the 
basic elements 
in performance 
and exhibition. 
Does not utilize 
positive critique 
to enhance an 
artistic 
performance.  

Sometimes 
applies the 
principles of 
positive critique 
when giving and 
receiving 
responses to 
performance.  

Identifies the 
aesthetic 
qualities in 
exemplary works 
of art.  Applies 
the principles of 
positive critique 
when giving and 
receiving 
responses to 
performance.  

identifies the 
aesthetic 
qualities in 
exemplary works 
of art.  Applies 
the principles of 
positive critique. 
Responds 
emotionally to 
artistic 
performance.  

 


